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1. Allotment Management 

 
 

  

Greater delegation: 
John Hastings 
Cowmead 

All sites should be 
properly surveyed 

This is not adequate as a condition survey. 
More detail required on age of fences and 
number of trees to manage. 
‘I agree’ John Hastings Cowmead 

Not really! 
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2. Allotments in Oxford 

 
 
No comments received  
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3. Allotment land 

 
 
No comments received   
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4. Background 

 
 
No comments received   
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5. Lease 

 
 
No comments received   
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6. OCC position on allotments 

  

Bartlemas: Perhaps 
time to revisit?  
Anon: agree 

PB St Clements: Agree to both elements. The likelihood of significant 
change over 21 years is high. Some genuine strategic intent and 
statements is essential. 
EWAA: strongly agree 
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7. Finance 

  

Manda: Yes as long as there is 
transparency and accountability as 
to what it is spent on. 

Alan (JGW): Yes, but we need warning to 
ensure no great jumps dissuade current 
allotees and move actually fails.  Gradual 
increase over the next few years. 
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8. ODFAA 

 
 
  

Will have to wait? 

As part of allotment strategy 
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9. Site rents 

  

Alan [JGW}: Need to have 
ability for a ‘disasters fund’ 

Manda [Cripley]: Yes – 
essential for planning 

Alan [JGW}: Probably, but need to function 
as [xxx] fund and routine maintenance 
along with routine replacement JH Cowmead: Yes 

Alan [JGW]: Yes but 
different sites have 
differing priorities  

Please note Old Marston Mill 
Lane – we arrange our public 
liability insurance through 
Zurich 

Alan [JGW]: does not take into account 
nature of the site and needs for 
paths/access/boundary protection 
(naturally brambles) 
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10. Trustees & signatories 

  

PH [Fairacres]: because our 
two trustees have no idea 
what they are responsible for, 
agree it should be updated 

Alan [JGW]: trustees should 
be replaced with site 
secretary – this gives a line of 
communication 

OMMLAA arranges 
its own insurance 
annually through 
Zurich 

Alan [JGW]: insurance needs to be centrally done 
to ensure coverage, may be topped up if required 
by individual sites, subject to finding suitable 
policies 
Manda CMAA: I agree 
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11. Trees 

 
 

Anon: as a matter of H&S 
this should only be carried 
out by qualified tree 
surgeons! 
Anon: agree 

Anon: seems like it splits into:  
1. knowledge/advice 
2. doing the work 
     Is this true? 

Manda CMAA: depends how much per person. 
There is an argument for all allotment 
beneficiaries sharing the whole cost of running 
allotments across the whole of oxford. I am 
generally in favour of a collective approach – 
e.g. Associations benefit from ODFAA even 
though some contribute more energy in 
running it. 

Manda CMAA: Who will pay? 
Once we know where we are 
starting from & likely future 
costs, can we decide then? 

Alan [JGW]: while trees on site are 
maintained the issue is with OCC and Oxford 
Brookes dealing with overhanging trees 
onto the allotment. Last bough ‘dangerous’ 
took 6 months to remove. 

Anon: Council needs to 
keep helping with 
neighbouring trees if they 
own them. 

Anon: Trees on plots are 
supposed to the plotholders 
responsibility but some are too 
large for this to be realistic 


